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THE RHODE ISLAND MEDAL, 


As Lon ago as September, 1866, there appeared in our pages the Query: Brooxtyn, Aug. 17, 
1866. Dear Sir.—Can you give me some information as to the history of the Rhode Island 
Medal? Guewpn. 


That it has not been answered before is owing to the almost entire non-existence, as far as our 


knowledge extends, of printed information on the subject, as well as to our uncertainty in regard 
to the motive which actuated the production of this numismatic memorial. 

The only published notice of the Piece, with which we are acquainted, is to be found in a con- 
tinuation of Van Loon’s work on Dutch Medals. This continuation is entitled “ Beschrijving van 
Nederlandsche Historie-Penningen. Zevende Stuk”, or Description of Dutch Historic Medals, 
Seventh Part, and was published at Amsterdam by Frederic Muller, in 1862. From page 127 we 
translate the following not very satisfactory account of the Token under consideration: “ Although 
this medal has Dutch inscriptions, the spelling and design indicate an English or Anglo-American 
origin, That in America they tried, and even succeeded in the attempt, to stir up in this country 
an interest in the cause of the rebels is well known; as also that in England they equally endeav- 
ored to combat that sympathy: but wherefore—be it by Englishmen, or Americans—just the 
transactions on Rhode Island should be chosen for representation on the Medal, is not clear to us. 
It may have been a mere speculation, as was the case with the medal struck in 1748 on the eleva- 
tion of William IV. ; and in that event it seems to have succeeded, since the Medal is frequently 
met with.” 

The illustration given above is from an electrotype of a wood-cut, both of which belong to Chas. 
I. Bushnell, Esq., who has kindly lent the former for our use. An impression has already appeared 
in his « Memoirs of Samuel Smith, a Soldier of the Revolution, 1776-1786, written by himself.” 

Vor. IL, No. 6. 8 
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We append the following description. Os.: A British two-decker, sails reefed, and colors flying. 
Lec. : “ De Apmiraats Frac Van Apmrraat Howe 1779”, Admiral Howe’s Flag-ship, 1779. Rev.: 
An island of triangular form, across which, left to right, four files of men, with musket shouldered, 
are making their way from three ships of war towards thirteen small boats. Lec.: ‘ D’vlugtende 


Americaane’ Van Roupe Yianp Augt 1778”, The flying Americans of Rhode Island, August, 1778. 
It is about an inch and a half in diameter. 

We state, on the authority of a manuscript communication from Mr. Woodward, that there are 
three varieties of this Medal, in three metals, which we believe to be brass, copper, and tin. The 
varieties are: one with scroll-work under the ship, one without, and one with the word “ Vlug- 
tende” in the same position. This last circumstance is curious, as illustrating the ambiguous char- 
acter of the Piece. The specimen illustrated by Mr. Bushnell’s wood-cut is therefore of the first 
variety, which is also the rarest, even its existence being known to but few collectors.* 

We had always considered the Rhode Island Medal as a production of Dutch sympathizers with 
the British Tory party in its attempt to reduce the colonies to subjection, until we read the oppo- 
site opinion, in the work of Mr. Bushnell, above cited. ‘This most diligent and accurate antiquarian, 
looking on the evacuation of the island by the Americans as being what it really was, “‘a masterly 
Bunker Hill retreat’’, thinks that the Medal was struck in Holland to commemorate, and not to 
vilify, that movement. Yet the whole design has an air so anti-American, the British ship is so con- 
spicuous on the obverse, in the place of honor, and the soldiers who are about to take to their 
boats, and are called ‘* vlugtende”—flying, not retreating—are made to look so ludicrous and for- 
Jorn, that we can hardly give up our original impression. The Medal was perhaps the work of 
some Mr. Facing-Both-Ways among the die-sinkers of that day in Holland; and, his object being 
merely profit, as the Dutch account suggests, he may have chosen the retreat from Rhode Island 
as an event agreeable to both parties, to those who favored the mother-country, as well as to those 
whose hearts were with the insurgents. 

To the former the retention of Newport by the British, after so formidable an attack as that 
threatened by d’Estaing and made by Sullivan, was matter of congratulation: to the latter the 
bravery of the Americans in the encounter which attended their retreat, and which Lafayette 
declared to be * the best fought action of the war”’+, was a subject of pride, and an earnest of ulti- 
mate success. Thus customers were likely to be obtained from both classes of partisans. 

It is one of the curious incidents of the Coin-trade in America, that in a sale of coins owned by 
Mr. Geo. F. Seavey, of Cambridgeport, Mass., which took place June 21 and 22, 1864, a specimen 
of this Medal, in brass, described in the catalogue itself as “‘ rather poor’’, was bought for the absurd 
price of $40.00. The cause of this phenomenon is pleasantly explained by Mr. Woodward in the 
MS. communication already mentioned. It seems that two unlimited orders had been given for its 
purchase, “the result of which resembled the striking of an immovable body by an irresistible force, 
and could not have been foretold”. We may observe that it would doubtless have been eternal pro- 
gression in parallel lines, had not, in this case, one of the infinite elements evidently come to a finis. 
Mr. Woodward adds the following valuable remarks: «* As the Medal was really rare, I think that 
this price might have been maintained, but it happened that John King, when in Holland, found no 
less than fifteen specimens in various metals, three of which Mr. McCoy purchased, and the rest 
came into my hands: consequently the Medal appeared simultaneously in various places, and the 
market thus became over-stocked. I think however that to-day there are scarcely twenty-five 
specimens in America, and the Medal is really more rare than it is thought to be.” 


* Woodward's Catalogue, Fifth Semi-Annual Sale, 1864, p. 104. 
+ Arnold, “ History of Rhode Island,” II., 428. 
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THE LION OF THE DAY. 


Our friend Mr. Woodward is certainly “the Lion of the Day”, at least in that select and radiant 
sphere denominated “the numismatic world”. Not that there is anything literally leonine about 
this amiable gentleman, but because, as he is owner and disposer of the great Mickley Collection, to 
be sold at the close of the month, his movements, like those of the forest-king, attract the eyes and 
excite the interest of his kind. Of the Auction, undoubtedly the most important as yet, in the annals 
of our pursuit, we hope to give an ample historic account in our next number. Meanwhile we print, 
under Mr. Woodward’s initial, two letters which we have recently received from him. They prove 
that, harassed as he is by periodic illness, and occupied with his approaching sale, he can yet at the 
same time, pursue, enthusiastically, more than one antiquarian quarry. We learn from the Roxbury 
papers what the first letter does not mention, namely, that he was himself the purchaser of the Eustis 
property ; and knowing, as we do, his respect and love for the old, we are not surprised to read that 
this veneration for the antique has led him to sacrifice present profit for the sake of preserving in its 
original condition one of our most ancient and celebrated buildings. Mr. Woodward seems to have 
appointed himself conservator of old residences in Roxbury, having recently purchased and restored 
the Williams mansion, a vast structure, little less than a hundred years old, and a famous compound 
of bricks and oak, which now bids fair to stand at least a thousand. 

Roxsury, August 27th, 1867. 
Pror. Cuas, E, ANTHON : 

Dear Sir: On the fifth of August a sale of real estate took place in this city, which, on account of the historical asso- 
ciations connected with the property, is of some general interest. I refer to the sale of the Governor Eustis Estate, consist- 
ing of nearly twenty acres of land, with large mansion-house and stables. It belonged originally to the old Royal Gov- 
ernor, William Shirley, by whom the house was built in 1741-2, of materials brought from England. The frame, of 
English oak, is, after the lapse of 125 years, perfectly sound. 

The building is in very nearly its original condition, and is in a surprisingly perfect state of preservation. It is of large 
size, including porticoes, being a little less than 100 feet in length and about 50 in breadth. 

Its most striking feature inside is its capacious hall with grand staircase and gallery, The hall is nearly 40 feet long, 25 
feet broad, and in height extending from first floor to attic, a distance of 24 feet or thereabouts. From this main hall the 
principal rooms of the house are entered, both on the first floor and the second. These rooms are all of noble dimensions. 
That on the right is known as “ the blue chamber’; and the one on the left, opening from the gallery, has, since 1825, a 
which time General Lafayette was the guest of Governor Eustis, been designated as “ the Lafayette chamber ”’. 

This property came into the hands of Governor Eustis in 1819, remained in his possession until his death in 1825, and 
has since been the residence of his widow, until her death about a year since. Madam Eustis was a daughter of Governor 
Langdon, of New Hampshire, and it will be noticed that she survived her husband for upwards of forty years. 

A settlement of the property among the heirs, who in this long time have become quite numerous, made a division of 
the large estate necessary. Streets have been run through the grounds, and the land has been surveyed and parcelled into 
lots, of which several have been sold. The old mansion was sold for the trifle of $410, and the other buildings for a little 
less. For a time it was feared that the old house would be torn down, or at least changed to modern tenements; but all 
lovers of the antique will be glad to know that the present proprietor has determined to restore it, leaving it the same in all 
its principal features, as it has stood now for more than a century. From its present location, standing as it does partly 
in one of the new streets referred to, its removal is imperative, but its location will be changed only a few feet, and it is 
hoped thatit may remain, as heretofore, a prominent and important landmark for another century. w 


The second Communication, from the same gentleman, on the subject of THe Dottar or 1804, 
explains itself, 


Numismatists have noticed a recent announcement, in the papers, of the discovery of another genuine American 1804 Dollar 

Some time since, I received a letter from the gentleman having it for sale, requesting an offer for it. In another letter a 
rubbing was sent to me, a comparison of which with the genuine Dollar in my possession at once revealed the fact that the 
new ‘ 1804” is simply an alteration, and a comparison with other specimens showed that it was made from an 1803. 

In behalf of a friend who authorized me to do so, I immediately offered for the Dollar $7 §0 to $1000, according to the 
condition that the piece might be in, with the sole proviso that its genuineness should be proved beyond a reasonable doubt. 
Subsequently to this, the holder of the Dollar informed me that he should be at my house with it in a day or two. Hear- 
ing nothing further from him, the conclusion was reached that he had become aware of the character of the coin. This 
occurred several weeks since. More recently I wrote, offering for the piece, if genuine, $1000; but engaging at the same 
time to forfeit $10,000 if I could pot prove, in thirty seconds, to any intelligent numismatist, that the newly discovered 
Dollar is a counterfeit. 

As I find the Dollar is still being offered to the coin collecting fraternity, I deem it proper to make these facts public. 

In justice to the gentleman who offered me the piece, I must further state that he is not the owner, and I believe that he 
is himself deceived. , w. 





THE “ADMIRAL VERNON” MEDALS. 
Editor of the American Journat or Numismatics : 
I find I have in my Cabinet two Admiral Vernon medals not enumerated in Mr. Appleton’s Cata- 
logue, published in your September number. They are: 


ADMIRAL . VERNON . TOOK . PORTO. BELLO. The Admiral at three quarters length 
facing the right, with right hand extended pointing to the inscription, baton in left. Rev.: WITH. 
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SIX . SHIPS . ONLY; in exergue NOV 22 1739. Two ships have passed the Fort St. Philip 
and Castle St. Jago de la Gloria, and are lying in a semi-circular harbor before Fort St. Jerome, built 
out on a pier; two boats are lying beyond. Four other ships are heading in, but outside the Forts. 
Brass, size 27. 

THE . BRITISH . GLORY . REVIV.D. BY . ADMIRAL . VERNON. The Admiral at 
three quarters length facing the right, with right hand extended pointing to the inscription, baton in 
left. Rev.: WHO. TOOK. PORTO. BELLO. WITH. SIX . SHIPS . ONLY; in exergue 
NOV 22 1739. Six ships lying before a semi-circular harbor, the entrance to which is guarded by 
Fort St. Philip and Castle St. Jago de la Gloria; beyond Fort St. Jerome, which is on a pier in the 
harbor, two boats. Copper, size 18}. M. A. Stickney. 

SALEM. 


THE CASTORLAND “HALF DOLLAR”—A MISNOMER. 


«« Coins” and “ medals” are generic terms. If a piece is not a coin, it should not be called « Half 
Dollar”, or any other specific name, included in the Genus Coins. 

The Castorland piece was struck as a commemorative medal, and not for circulation as a coin. 
Hence the impropriety of its usual name, But even if it was issued as a coin, with the sanction of 
the French government, why call it “ Half Dollar”? If the specimens struck in silver are so 
named from their approximate value, we must, of course, call those in copper, “ Castorland Cents’. 
«« Pattern pieces” would be a convenient designation for those in other metals; while the unique 
gold specimen referred to by Mr. Woodward, might with equal propriety be called the “ Castor/and 
Double Eagle.” 

Such a confusion of terms, either of which is as fitting as “* Half Dollar”, shows the necessity of a 
fixed Numismatic Nomenclature, by which every piece shall receive its appropriate name. 

The query is respectfully submitted to American Numismatists, whether applying the name of a 
United States coin to a French medal, is, or is not hostile to an accurate method of Numismatic 
classification. 

‘“‘ There is wisdom in calling a thing fitly; name should note particulars 
“Through a character obvious to all men, and worthy of their instant acceptation.”’ 


Would not “« Castorland Medal” be such a name ? 


TRANSACTIONS OF SOCIETIES. 


NEW ENGLAND NUMISMATIC AND ARCHAOLOGICAL SOCIETY. 


At a meeting of this Society, on Thursday evening, August 29, Dr. N. B. Shurtleff in the chair, 
the members examined with great interest the gems of the celebrated Mickley collection of rare 
American coins, now in the possession of one of the members of the Society, W. E. Woodward, Esq., 
of Roxbury. 

After the celebrated Dollar of 1804, the Bermuda Penny perhaps attracted the greatest attention ; 
then came the Pine-tree Penny of 1662; the Pine-tree Shillings of 1650; the Lord Baltimore Penny, 
and a splendid variety of Rosa Americana Pennies, Half Pennies, and Farthings ; unique Massachu- 
setts, New York and New Jersey Cents; Fugios; the unique Florida piece ; Washington Cents and 
Medals ; and many other pieces celebrated for their rarity and fine condition, 

After passing a vote of thanks to Mr. Woodward, for his kindness in showing and describing the 
coins, the meeting adjourned. 


RHODE ISLAND NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION, 


Regular Meeting, Sept. 16, 1867.—The President in the chair. The records of the last meeting 
were read and approved. The Secretary reported the reception, and distribution among the mem. 
bers, of the Circular Letter issued from the U.S. Mint, July 1st, 1867, relative to the new system 
of distributing Pattern Pieces; also, that the Association had received, from the Director of the Mint, 
a donation of the new Five-cent Pattern-piece, in a/uminum. The members were divided in their 
opinions concerning the piece, though all pronounced the obverse superior in design and execution 
to the reverse, 

The Secretary reported the resignation of Mr. Fitzgerald as Vice-President of the Association, 
on account of change of residence ; which was accepted, and Mr. Albert V. Jenks was chosen to fill 
the vacancy, 
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Mr. Henry A. Smith, of Pawtucket, was unanimously elected an active member of the Associa- 
tion, 

Mr. Fisher exhibited a bronze Medal of the Paris Exposition, by H. Ponscarme. Obverse : Lau- 
reated head of Napoleon ITI.; “ Napoleon III Empereur” Reverse: Winged female floating over 
a representation of the earth, holding scroll showing ground plan of the Exposition. ‘ Exposition . 
Universelle . De. MDCCCLXVII. A. Paris.” 

The discussion of the Louisiana Coppers was postponed until the Octover meeting: fine speci- 
mens of these pieces were exhibited from the cabinet of Mr. C. T. Metcalf. 

On motion, the Association adjourned to Monday evening, October 21st. 

Joun J]. Meaper, Secretary. 


Boston Numismatic Society.—At the last monthly meeting of this Society, held on the afternoon 
of Thursday, July 11, the Secretary, Mr. Appleton, exhibited a specimen in silver of the medal 
described in the July number of this Journat, under the head “ Dordrecht Dollars”. It is of size 
314, and has on one side a milk-maid seated by a cow before a fence; near by are another cow, 
sheep and trees, with the inscription: Avidi Spes Fida Coloni. On the reverse is a ship of war under 
sail, and around it are four shields, on the largest of which are the arms of West Frisia; the inscrip- 
tion is Nauta Afgquora Verrit Turbida, 1622. The Society adjourned to the first Thursday of 
October. 


Numismatic anp Antiquarian Society or Monrreat.—Regular meetings of this Society were 
held June 12, 26, and July 10, President J. L. Bronsdon in the chair; Assistant Secretary, John 
Hennessy. In the first of these meetings Mr. Stanley C. Bagg presented a piece of wood from the 
Recollet Church, now in the course of demolition. Travellers who visited Montreal during the past 
summer will have been interested in the melancholy appearance of this ancient sanctuary, as it 
gradually disappeared to make way for a dry goods’ temple. Its history and that of the order to 
which it belonged have been re-investigated on this occasion, and an article, taken from the “ Montreal 
Herald,” and forwarded to us by Mr. Sandham, contains some facts worth transcribing. These 
mendicant monks, who arrived in Canada in 1615, were the first of the Roman Catholic clergy who 
visited that country. ‘They were the first to celebrate mass, and the first to open a school. The 
property in Montreal on which stood their convent and church was acquired by them in 1692. It 
comprised a large garden and a fine orchard, and in front, on Notre Dame Street, was once a row of 
noble elm trees. The church was finished in 1706. After the British conquest, the monks were 
not allowed to recruit their numbers, and the building was in part occupied by the Scotch, as a place 
for Presbyterian worship, with the full consent, it is thought, of the surviving Fathers, the last of 
whom died in 1813. On the removal of the edifice in the present year, the bodies which had been 
buried beneath it were exhumed, those of the Recollets being distinguished by having been buried 
without coffins and merely in the gowns of their order. At the meeting of July 10, “ the necessity 
of a new Coinage for the Dominion of Canada” was announced for discussion on the 31st, but we 
have not since then heard officially from our northern friends. We learn, however, through Mr. 
Sandham, whose avocations, as Secretary of the Young Men’s Christian Association, have compelled 
him to resign the secretaryship of the Society, that they are busy with the “ Canadian Coins, Seals, 
and Medals,” and hope to have the work published this fall. 


THE COMMEMORATION MEDAL OF THE COLLEGE OF 
THE CITY OF NEW YORK. 


The Reverse-Die of this Medal has now been defaced, so that it cannot be again used. Both it 
and the Obverse-Die are now at the College, corner of Lexington avenue and 23d Street; and it is 
not likely that any impressions will be taken from the latter—in combination, of course, with a new 
Reverse—until some future occurrence in the history of the institution shall call for such a proceed- 
ing. The erection of a new building, on Reservoir Square, the location already assigned to the Col- 
lege, ry By pen a proper occasion. 

This Medal has never been regularly brought into the Numismatic market, and never will be; 
though it is understood that a few impressions in bronze can be obtained, on application to the Janitor 
of the College, from subscribers who own more specimens than they desire to keep. The subscri- 
bers are bound by a mutual promise not to dispose of these for less than Seven Dollars ($7.00) each, 
a price which may not appear too high, on reading the following statement. Such statistics as are 
therein conveyed ought, it would seem, to be recorded in this Journat, on the production of any 
new Medal of importance in New York or elsewhere, in order that Numismatists may have its exact 


value, both in itself, and in regard to rarity. 
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The Commemoration Medal originated in the following way. After the inconvenience arising 
from the misnomer ‘* Academy ” applied to an institution which, from its inception, had been em- 
powered to confer and had actually conferred the collegiate degrees, had been fully experienced, and 
the mock-humility, which had thus sought to propitiate the foes of all higher learning, had given 
way to self-respect and truthfulness, the Faculty of the College, at one of their meetings, engaged in 
a debate on the propriety of celebrating the event, as other events in their corporate existence had 
been celebrated. Such celebrations had been conducted by assembling the students, and listening to 
Orations more or less vapid, delivered by them or others. One member of the Faculty now sug- 
gested as a more elegant, permanent, and satisfactory memorial, better fitted to show good taste on 
their own part, and to cultivate the taste of the public, the striking of a Commemorative Medal. 
The proposition met with unexpected favor, and the necessary subscription was entered into by al- 
most all the Officers. [t was agreed that impressions should be presented to the Trustees of the Col- 
lege, the Mayor of the City, the Governor of the State, the Editors of the City papers, and such 
prominent citizens as had distinguished themselves by friendliness to the Institution, either as private 
gentlemen or in a public capacity. 

The Dies were cut by Mr. Wm. H. Key, of the United States Mint, Philadelphia, but the idea 
of the Device and Legends originated with one of the Faculty. The size is 38, or the same as that 
of the Washington Cabinet Medal. ‘The Obverse bears a Female Head in profile, facing to the left, 
with hair flowing from beneath a plain fillet, and with a circlet of stars from the forehead to the 
temple. “sbove the head is the Legend: Licur, Liserry, Law., a motto never before used, as far as 
we know, and intended to express, concisely and with alliteration, a fundamental principle of the 
American educational system. Law is denoted by the fillet or band, Liberty by the flowing hair, 
Light by the coronal of stars. Of these latter four are visible; and if we assume that three more 
would be seen on the other side of the head, if it were shown, this starry circlet will typify the Tri- 
vium and Quadrivium which made up the circle of the sciences in the old universities: Grammar, 
Dialectics, Rhetoric, Music, Arithmetic, Geometry, and Astronomy. This'somewhat recondite ap- 
plication of the distich : 

* Gramm. \oquitur, Dia, vera docet, Rhet, verba colorat: 
Mus, canit, Ar. numerat, Geo. ponderat, Ast, colit astra,” 
was however an after-thought, or a coincidence not originally contemplated. The Reverse bears 
the inscription: THe New York Frees AcapEmy—was FrouNDED,—1847,—by Act or THE LecisLa- 
TURE—AND—VOoOTE OF THE CITIZENS ;—AND—1i1Ts NAME WAS CHANGED,—1866,—sy ACT TAKING EF- 
rect—May 1,—rTro—Co..ece or THE City or New York. 

It is only justice to Mr. Key to remark that his design of the head, his arrangement of the letter- 
ing, and his manual execution of the work in all its parts and details, were most satisfactory to his 
employers, and that his production has elicited the praise of all persons competent to form an opinion 
on such subjects. 

It will be observed, we hope, and with approval, that there is no personal adulation or compli- 
ment conveyed in the inscriptions. No feeling of ostentation or vain-glory prompted the action. 
The Medal was intended to be, and is, simply what the French Academy of Inscriptions and 
Medals intimated as proper by the legend “ Rerum Gestarum Fines” on their own foundation-medal 
in 1663:—an evidence of things done. The Citizens of New York and the Legislature of the 
State are alone mentioned. ‘Townsend Harris, the originator of the institution; Robert Kelly, 
Lieut. Gov. Bradish, Judge Bosworth, and others its active friends ; or Horace Webster, its president 
from the first, might have been thus immortalized—for a medal is no perishable thing—, or the 
Officers who paid for the Dies might have taken this opportunity to record their own names for- 
ever. Nothing of the kind was done. No individual is glorified, but the Community receives all 
the honor. This revival of the ancient Roman style we hope to see imitated in another sphere 
of art as well as ours. The Roman Senate and People constructed the great architectural works 
which still amaze the world ; and their S. P. Q. R. was considered to be a more fitting inscription 
than the ignoble names of petty magistrates who had carelessly superintended the labor, or of con- 
tractors and masons who might, or might not, have improved the chance of peculation as they laid 
the bricks and stones. While such contemptible memorials, disfiguring our great public structures, 
will occur to every one, we really do not recollect a single example of the contrary kind, “ the old 
simplicity of pomp”, except the inscriptions on the insignificant monument of General Montgomery, 
under the portico of St. Paul’s Church, beginning: ‘“‘ This monument is erected by order of Con- 
gress”, and: “ The People of the State of New York”. No where do we read “ The Men of 
the City of New York caused this Work to be constructed for”, &c,, or ‘* The People of the 
United States of America have erected this Edifice”’, &c., and the like; and when we look at the 
numerous and staring specimens of the sort which we censure, we cannot but exclaim, with indig-. 
nant Hamlet: ‘ Oh, reform it altogether !”, and hope that the example offered in this medal may 
prove a vigorous germ of a new system, 
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As the Academy of Inscriptions and Medals, already referred to, was founded for the purpose 
of devising appropriate words to be engraved on historic memorials of every kind, so it would seem 
to be within the province of our own Society to direct the public taste in this respect by inviting 
consultation and proffering advice. 

The following is a correct list of all the impressions of the “* Commemoration Medal” taken 
before the defacing of the Reverse Die: 

ME Sse eS ee en ces Rn se ea a ee ee 
German Silver, . . . . .... ¢ Copper, Fire-Gilt, . . . . . iy ase 
Copper, Bronzed, . . . 1°. . . « 290 


Total, . ‘ 
This Statement is guaranteed by Mr. Key, and its accuracy may be relied on. I. Q. 


Coin Sate.—On the afternoon of Monday, Sept. 30, a Collection of Gold, Silver, and Copper 
Coins and Medals was disposed of by Messrs. Bangs, Merwin & Co., at their salesrooms. The at- 
tendance was small, but the bidding quite spirited, except in the case of valueless pieces. The Cab- 
inet was an interesting one and seemed to have been brought together by some gentleman of historic 
taste and knowledge. The American Gold and Silver, which was, generally speaking, neither rare 
nor in fine order, brought about its metallic worth. ‘Some good foreign Crowns, in glass cases, and 
others, of an interesting character, but much circulated, and sold singly, went Off at good prices. A 
remarkable Medal of John a Adams, by First, Rev.: “Science gives Peace and America 
Plenty ”, size 33, in White Metal, not mentioned by Satterlee, was bought for Mr. McCoy at $7.00. 
An “ Erie Canal” and a “ Washington Benevolent Society”, both in Silver, sold respectively for 
$4.00 and $6.50. These prices were low. Several Silver Medals of recent Roman Pontiffs, with 
interesting Reverses, size 28, ranged between $2.00 and $3,00; and a remarkable one, likewise in 
Silver, size 26, bearing on one side the head of Goethe, on the other the capita jugata of Carl Au- 
gust and Luise, Duke and Duchess of Saxe Weimar, with no Legends, but an engraved inscription 
on the edge, signifying that it was given by them to him, Nov. 7, 1825, was purchased for the baga- 
telle of $3.00. A set of about thirty English War Medals, mostly in fine condition, and some rare, 
as that for South Africa, and that for Ghuznee, varied between $1.50 and $3.50. A well-preserved 
gold medal of Maximilian, Duke and first Elector of Bavaria, with his full length figure in armor on 
the Obverse, and on the Reverse his capital, Munich, date 1640, weight 5 ducats, was acquired, for 
the moderate sum of $16.00, by Mr. Moore, of Trenton Falls, 

A splendid Proof Set of Victoria, 1839, from the £5 piece to the farthing, was purchased for 
$52.50. The Five Pound Piece, a noble work of Wyon, with the device of Una guiding the Lion 
on the Reverse, was greatly admired, and those who were present congratulated themselves on the 
opportunity of examining a coin so uncommon. 

A fine Casting in Silver, representing a battle of horsemen and infantry, naked, save helmet, shield 
and sword, was sold for but $2.62. It bears the legend DE GALLIS AD CANNAS, implying 
that it represents the victory gained by Gonsalvo de Cordova, for Ferdinand of Arragon, in 1503, 
over the French at Cerignola, in the neighborhood of Hannibal’s battle-field at Cannz. It was pro- 
bably made in the year 1532, when Charles V. commemorated in this way the conquest of the king- 
dom of Naples by his grandfather Ferdinand. See Madai, 7’baler Cabinet, No. 5333. 





VARIA. 


Under this head we are going to discharge a few arrears which we owe to correspondents, and re- 
cord an item or two worth rescuing from oblivion. ‘To begin with the remotest representative of 
our Society ; our esteemed Corresponding Member, J. Henry Applegate, Jr., of San Francisco, writes 
under date of Aug. 9, that in California the pursuit of Numismatics, once carried on with ardor, is 
now almost extinct ; but there remains at least one student—he adds—* who, having commenced 
the acquisition of these precious mementos of the history of nations, will never abandon it”. We 
had written to Mr. Applegate, requesting him to procure for us some Chinese Dollars. He replies: 
“ Regarding Chinese Dollars, that is, dollars of Chinese mintage, I would remark that I have not 
seen a single one in this city. The money used by that people is the Mexican Dollar, large quan- 
tities of which come back with the Chinese stamp. Or do you wish a Hong Kong Dollar with 
Queen Victoria’s head? I see those occasionally”. We had no reference however to either of these, 
but rather to such as are figured in Plate V. of Martin and Triibner’s “‘ Current Gold and Silver 
Coins of all Countries ”, London, 1863. We have there, in electrotype fac-similes, three specimens of 
Native Dollars, in Silver, issued privately, without the authority of the Government, covered with 
Chinese characters, and one exhibiting on the Obverse a half-length image of a man, surrounded by the 





60 AMERICAN JOURNAL OF NUMISMATICS. [Ocroper, 1867.] 


same ; also a fourth specimen, called a Tael, equal to a thousand of Cash, or the coins of base metal 
with a square hole in the centre, which is worth 6s. 6d. in English money. When the work was 
published, neither Gold nor Silver coins were issued by the Government, 7 large payments being 
made in Gold and Silver ingots, and Spanish and American Silver Dollars. e noticed however, in 
the N. Y. Herald, of Aug. 27, the following paragraph: ‘ At the Mint in Pekin have just been 
struck, as an experiment in monetary reform, pieces of Gold and Silver in conformity with the French 
system, of 2of., 5f., and 1f, These coins have on one side the cipher of the present sovereign of 
China, and on the other a winged dragon”. Ina subsequent letter, Aug. 17, Mr. Applegate says 
that he thinks he can procure a Dollar of the late Emperor Maximilian in San Francisco, though 
they command there a high premium, “‘ costing from five to twelve dollars gold each”. But our 
amateurs in New York have in general supplied themselves with this coin at prices varying from $1.50 
to $5.00, currency. Within the last month a Maximilian Gold piece of twenty Pesos has been of- 
fered us for $50 in Greenbacks, by Messrs, Penniman & Candler, 64 Wall St.; but the friends to 
whom we mentioned it thought the price too high, and the piece more abundant than is commonly 
supposed. From a Correspondent in Philadelphia, “ H. P., Jr.”, we received, as long ago as June 
28, the following “* Crude Suggestion ”: ‘* What do your readers think of the project of a Conven- 
tion of Delegates from all the Numismatic and Archeological Societies in the United States and Can- 
ada, to be held in New York during Christmas week ; the exact time to be fixed by the New York 
Society? I think much good might arise from the reading of papers and the interchange of opinions 
that would take place on the occasion, I have no doubt that an invitation to this, as the first of a 
Series of such Conventions, would be cordially responded te all over the country”. Our excellent 
friend, Mr. Dubois, writing from the same city, remarks, in connection with certain pseudo-anti- 
quities, Icelandic and Hebrew, discovered, the former on the banks of the Potomac, the latter in 
Ohio: ‘ Perhaps you do not remember that, some twenty years ago, a remarkable coin was found in 
the same State of Ohio, of very ancient appearance, aud so much corroded that nothing could be 
made out but the word CABSAR. No doubt it suggested a surmise that Julius had crossed over at 
Behring’s Straits, with his triumphant legions, but had omitted to record the fact in his Commenta- 
ries. But it seemed, to some, more likely that the coin once bore the legend NOVA CAESAREA, 
and was a New Jersey penny”. We ascertained from the same authority, in the month of July last, 
that one of the machinists of the Mint had been sent over to London, to take lessons in working the 
Hill machine, lately purchased for that institution at a cost of over $5,000 currency. He was to 
learn how to take it apart and to put it together, and was then to bring it over. He wrote from 
London that it was “* very complicated ”, as was to be expected. It must by this time have arrived, 
and visitors who may be allowed to inspect its operation will doubtless be highly gratified with this 
remarkable piece of mechanism. From Boston we hear that Mr. Mickley’s American Gold, which 
does not appear in the Catalogue of his Collection, was bought by Mr. Appleton, who has now a very 
nearly perfect Series of Gold down to 1838, since which date he does not keep it. The American 
Numismatic and Archeological Society of New York resumes its regular Meetings on Thursday, Oc- 
tober roth. It is understood that, through the great kindness of ‘Thomas Boesé, Esq., Clerk of the 
Board of Education, the Society will be enabled to meet in the Hall of that Body, corner of Grand 
St. and Elm. This central position will, we hope, prove more convenient for the Brooklyn mem- 
bers, and ensure their punctual attendance. The Society begins its Winter reunions under the most 
promising auspices, and a career of ever-increasing prosperity is anticipated by its well-wishers. 


QUERIES AND REPLIES. 


Eprror Journat or Numismatics: Having made the collection of Canadian Coins and Tokens a specialty for years, I was 
much interested in the article on Canadian Numismatics in the Journat for May; and, wishing to know more on the sub- 
ject, I would be very thankful if your Montreal correspondent would have the kindness to answer a few questions put to him 
through the medium of your publication. 

I would like to have the description of the piece known as the Rebellion Token, also a description of the Bout de |’Isle Piece. 
I heard some years ago of the existence of a One Penny Piece, with a side view of the building of the Bank of Montreal. 
Is there such a piece known to exist? I have in my collection two side-view Half-pennies of 1839. Both alike on obverse, 
but a slight variation on the reverse side. I have seen in a friend’s collection a token, with a bunch of plants tied together 
and the inscription: “ Trade & Agriculture, Lower Canada”; Reverse, an open wreath and the inscription: “ Bank Token 
} Penny Montreal”. Is it rare with collectors in Canada? I have 36 distinct varieties of the Un Sou tokens, five being in 
brass and one in German silver. Is the card of Stein, Brown & Co., one Tub; Reverse, a Distilling Furnace, classed among 
Canadian tokens? And are the Wellington tokens classed as Canadian? I sha also be much indebted to Mr. Sandham 
for some account of the coin of the North-West Trading Company, mentioned by him in your May number. I have like- 
wise a bronze Canadian medal, of which the following is a description: Obv. : On an altar two hands clasped and grasping a 
burning torch; Leg.: William Dummer Powell and Anne Murray; Exergue: Intermarried 3rd October, 1775. Rev.: Ina 
wreath of double knots united by links, Leg.: To celebrate the “‘tieth anniversary Upper Canada 3rd October oe I 
would like to learn the origin and history of this Medal, and the parties commemorated. Yours, é&c. E. G. 





